THE GOLDEN LOTUS	97
"The sixth cast fills the sky with stars. 'The stars are cold: the
dark green waters mirror them/ "
Hsi-m£n did throw a six. Ying Po-chiieh said: "I am sure
promotion will come to you this winter. Fortune will turn
your way." He filled a cup for Hsi-m£n.
Li Ming and the other singers came and sang for them.
The party did not break up until the night-w^tch had sounded.
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing dismissed the fyoys, watched the servants
clear everything away, and told the four clerks to take charge
in turn and see carefully to the doors and windows. Then
he went home.
The next day, Ying Po-chueh came with Li and Huang
to make a settlement of their debt. They said to Hsi-m£n
Ch'ing: "So far we have only got back fourteen hundred and
fifty taels. That is not enough to cover the expenses; we can
only offer his Lordship three hundred and fifty. When we
receive the next payment from the authorities, we will pay the
remainder." Po-chueh spoke on their behalf, and Hsi-m£n
Ch'ing told Ch'en Ching-chi to weigh the money and accept it.
Huang and Li then went away, leaving the money on the
.table. Hsi-men Ch'ing said to Ying Po-chueh: "Brother
Ch'ang told me that he had got a house. He wants thirty-five
taels. He came the other day but I could not attend to him
because the baby was ill. I don't know whether he mentioned
the matter to you or not."
"I told him he had no business to worry you when your
little son was ill," Po-chueh said. "I said you couldn't be
expected to discuss matters of that sort when you were so
terribly anxious. 'Keep the landlord quiet,' I said to him, 'and
I will see our brother and get it fixed up for you/ "
"We will have something to eat and then you can take him
fifty taels," Hsi-mSn said. "This is an auspicious day and he
can settle the matter now. Tell him to spend anything that is
left over on setting up a small shop so that he can make a
little money for himself. That ought to be enough for his wife
and himself."
Po-chtieh thanked him. Food was brought and they ate it
together. Afterwards, Hsi-m&n told Po-chueh that he would
not detain him, and asked him to go and arrange about
' Ch'ang's house.

